The Relation between Nation and Buddhism
in Early Modern Japan

Nobuyasu Kojima

In early modern Japan, a Buddhist body was put under the strong control of state
power. The Shogunate legislated various religion laws, which regulated not only the
secular side of the Buddhist body but also stepped into the sphere of people’s beliefs. On
the other hand, the Shogunate used religious authority to justify their power, so that
religious absoluteness made its way into the realm of state rule. The relationship between
such state power and Buddhism has been considered through a study of religion laws in

this article.
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