Young Kant’s Earthquake Theories
—In an age of optimism-—

Yutaka Ishigami

The Lisbon earthquake that occured in the middle term of the 18th century had a big
impact on the whole of Europe. It also caused some argument concerning optimism. Kant
had finished writing three earthquake theories. It was written in the form of a scientist
calmly analyzing the phenomenon of the earthquake.

But the viewpoint of the humanity was conscious for himself as something important
to support himself. While Seven Year’s War (1756-63) was drawing near at that time, the
image of the people suffering from a hardship had these two demensions in Kant’s mind.
It can be said that the time of his earthquake theories was a time in which he lived as a

“moralist”.
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