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History of religions and positionality: to hold discourse
on “religion” and embodiment

Sunao TAIRA

This article examines that how it is possible for historian of religions to be holding
discourse on “religion” after the criticism that “religion” is the notion that scholars have
forged. By disappearance of master narrative of religion in history of religions, it is
increasingly concerned on what are the appropriate approaches to religious phenomena,
methodology of understanding religion, or perspectives on religions. We, however, know
that we can no longer flee into “objectivity”, “descriptive”, or “detachment” of
methodological framework, in which scholars’ standpoints are often obscured and
camouflaged in the positionality of the discourse on “religion”. Not only historians of
religions, but scholars of religious studies are under the necessity of reconsidering the
positionality on holding discourse on religion. In regards to the positonality, we argue
that this should be linked with the embodiment of scholars which includes their own
academic genealogies, methodologies, and research realms, and then examine potentiality
of holding discourse on religion indicated in some cases in the study of religion, gender

research, public folklore, and new standpoint research in recent years.
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