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Sakuzo Yoshino’s Concept of Nationalism:
Realizing a Democratic Society
during the Last Part of World War I

Norio Ujike

In this article, I will investigate Sakuzo Yoshino’s concept of nationalism and his
contribution to society during the last part of World War 1. The shock of WWI changed
his argument about democracy. It caused him to restructure his social work to realize
democracy. In order to realize ideals, it is insufficient to discuss problems with educated
persons. Yoshino focused on social work that realizes ideals. Thus, he engaged in various
forms of social work. During this time, he called himself an idealistic person. His
idealism is not utopian but visionary. His practice and his idealism are not separate. This
study will discuss his activities concerning social work and his concept of idealism by
surveying his essays and records of his activities. It aims to help to clarify the close

relationship between social action and idealism.
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