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The Lawsuit in the Nanjo Family’s Territory

Takako Kajikawa

During medieval times in Japanese society, fighting legal battle through lawsuits was
termed “souron”. Eight historical materials related to lawsuits have been left within the
Nanjo family’s ancient documents. Most of the historical materials found in the Nanjo
family during the Nanboku-cho period, are related to lawsuits. However, lawsuits
concerning the Nanjo family have not been so researched thus far.

The first purpose of this thesis is to examine in detail, the Nanjo family’s historical
documents of lawsuits pertaining to territory. The second purpose is to consider Nanjo
Tokimitsu’s ownership and territorial form of the Ueno-go (Ueno Township). Tokimitsu
was a vassal of the Hojo family. Therefore, it is necessary to consider the territory with
respect to the Nanjo family.

In this thesis, it is confirmed that Ueno-go is one of the territories of the Tokuso family.
Based on historical materials concerning the lawsuit of Tokimitsu and the elder sister, it

also reveals that Tokimitsu was a “Kyusyu” (owner of a territory) of Ueno-go.
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