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Sakuzo Yoshino’s Concept of Nationalism during the
Taisho Era

Norio Ujike

In this study, I will consider Sakuzo Yoshino’s concept of nationalism during the Taisho
era (1914-1920). During the Russo-Japanese War, his nationalism culminated. In 1910, he
went abroad for three years to study in Germany, England and the United States. On his
return, he began to write articles discussing the problems of implementing a democratic
government in Japan, and its reasons for complications such as political corruption and
universal suffrage. He published his most famous essays in the noted literary magazine
Chuo-Koron. Afterwards, he developed his own concept of nationalism and made it
relative by actively initiating democracy. Yoshino argued that democracy was compatible
with the concept of the emperor's sovereignty. This article will discuss his achievements
of making nationalism relative by surveying his well known essays. It can help to clarify

some thoughts of nationalism during the Taisho era.
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