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However, I consider that cigi at Srivijaya in the seventh century are Chinese ceramics
because Yijing can clearly distinguish between cigi (stoneware, fired in high temperature)
and wagqi (earthenware, fired in low temperature).

Small numbers of Chinese ceramics made before ninth century (from first or second
to eighth century) were found in Indonesia, however, not by formal archaeological
excavation, suggesting that Chinese ceramics were exported abroad before ninth century
even in no-large quantity.

I conclude that Yijing reports that Chinese ceramics Jingping were exported to

Southeast Asia in the seventh century.
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On Ceramic Jingping (%) Referred in Nanhai Jigui
Neifa Zhuan (F§#§75)% P{:(z) Written by Buddhist
Priest Yijing (%)

Atsuhiro Momota

Buddhist priest Yijing (%) stayed at a Southeast Asian Buddhist country, Srivijaya,
and recorded the Buddhist life there which was entitled Nanhai Jigui Neifa Zhuan ( 75 {f:
I N :1Z A Buddhist Report from Southern Sea) in the seventh century.

In the report, he referred to water bottles, distinguishing Jingping (i Clean Bottles)
for drinking water and that of the similar uses from Chuping (il Non-clean Bottles)
for hand-washing water and those of the same kind of purposes.

In the report, he tells Jingping are all made of ceramics, in which there are two types,
waqi (FL#% earthenware), fired in low temperature (around eight hundred degrees), and
cigi (Z## stoneware), fired in high temperature (a thousand and several hundred degrees).

He also states that cigi (stoneware) never originated from India nor in Southeast Asian
countries, especially glazed cigi are undoubtedly clean to be used for containers for food
and drink. Stoneware (glazed either non-glazed) in seventh century are impossible not to
be Chinese ceramics because no other countries besides China had such a excellent skill
of ceramic production at that time, indicating that Chinese ceramics were exported to
Southeast Asian countries in seventh century.

Archaeological evidence shows that Chinese ceramics began being exported abroad
significantly after the ninth century, indicating that the stoneware at Srivijaya referred
by Yijing were exported over one hundred years earlier than archaeological findings tell.
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