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Collection and Research of Kyogen Illustratins I

Michiko Fujioka

This is a continuation of the last article carried in the bulletin of Toyo Tetsugaku
Kenkyujo 24.

For collection and research of the illustrations of Kyogen performance, 10 pictures of
spectacular sight of Kyoto in the early 17 century are found out. They are the pictures
painted on the folding screens, of bird’s eye view of the capital of that age, named
“Rakutyu Rakugai Zu”, Illustrations of Kyoto and its Suburbs.

There are so many architectures, people, in the wide landscape, economically,
politically advanced city in Japan at that time. In almost all pictures of this kind, the
theatre of Kyogen are drawnd in the open ground, the basin of the River Kamo, in the
center of Kyoto. In some of them, Kyogen or No are on just now, surrounded by
audience, standing or sitting on the ground. These scenes are the useful evidence of the
way of performing Kyogen, which have not been researched, or even made mention so
far.

Researching these pictures, there are many new finds. One of them is the place of
Kyogen acter on the stage. Kyogen actor’s place has been considered in the middle of the
corridor named Hashigakari, sitting while waiting their turn. But in the theatre of these
pictures, they are drowned at the edge of the corridor, not sitting but standing. This fact
has not found in any records or documents, before. Many new facts are found through

illustrations of this kind.
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