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The Concept of Nationalism in Early YOSHINO Sakuzo

Norio Ujike

In this paper I consider early YOSHINO Sakuzo’s nationalism (form Russo-Japanese
War to World War I). It is said that the idea to YOSHINO’s concept of nationalism is
progressive. But, we read his early articles; It is incontrovertible to me that he has the
idea of simple nationalism. When having investigated accurately, he was not free of the
idea of nationalism. YOSHINO was not ultra-nationalist, but democrat. In this sense, he
distinguished nationalism and democracy rather than constructing the theory of
democracy. I will discuss both nationalism and democracy aspect of YOSHINO’s
thought, in detail. This study can help to clarify some thought of nationalism during the

Meiji Era.
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