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The Power of the Lotus Sutra to Expiate Transgressions:
Focus on the Narratives in the Nihon Ryoiki in Ancient
Japan

Shinobu Apple-Arai

This is the second half of the article that discusses the formation of the Lotus Sutra
veneration for expiating transgression in the eighth century Japan through examining
socio-political cultural forces during this time.

This investigation discusses the formation and the permeation of the Lotus Sutra
veneration from two aspects. One aspect focuses on the actions taken by the political
establishment, that is, one that adopted the Lotus Sutra into its national security policy in
order for the state to expiate its own transgressions confronted with numerous national
emergencies. The other aspect centers on the actions taken by the religious
establishment, the Hosso school in particular. This article argues that the narratives in the
Ryoiki that tell the power of the Lotus Sutra in the context of expiation were most likely
re-engineered through communication among priests in various sociao-geographical
echelons in the Hosso school. This is a maneuver that the religious establishment ensued
to respond to the call of national security policy with an intention to enhance its own
sectarian influence. This examination concludes that the Lotus Sutra veneration had
already paved its way into the religious establishment in the capital city of Nara,
especially by the Hosso school, through correlating with the political establishment of
the imperial court before the Japanese Tendai school, which are traditionally considered
to be the major sources of the Lotus Sutra veneration in Japan, became a powerful
religious establishment.
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