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The Multi-Layered Relation of Religious Acts:
On “Benefits in the Present Existence” and Its
Religious Rationalization

Katsuaki Ohnishi

The aim of this paper is to clarify the multi-layered relation of religious acts.

In the sociology of Max Weber, magic and religion are categorized separately, and it is
assumed that religion is magic overcome. However, when observing the concept of
“benefits in the present existence” of Japan, it can be noted that magic and religion are
often undistinguished in the framework of the popular belief system, and religion is
rationalized in a rather unique way. In a word, religion is rationalized without refusing
the magic.

In this paper, focus is placed on the most fundamental aspects of Japanese culture, and
the characteristics of the “benefits in the present existence” are clarified. Afterwards, the
act of the “benefits in the present existence” is viewed from the standpoint of the theory
of action.

As a result, the following two points become apparent:

1) It is possible to rationalize the “benefits in the present existence” without denying the
enchanting aspects of it.
2) Such religious rationalization can often be observed within practitioners of new

religions in Japan.
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