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The Concept of “Environment Creation” in Late
Nishida Thought

Mikio Matsuoka

In this paper, I consider the ecological significance of the creation theory as seen in the
thought of modern Japanese philosopher, Kitaro Nishida. The latter period of Nishida
philosophy, which asserts that the world is formed through a mutual interaction between
human beings and creative nature, could be called a philosophy of “environment
creation.”

The concept of “environment creation” in Nishida’s thinking is tied to an ethos of
respect for nature and the symbiosis of all beings through his idea of self-realization.
Whereas the Marxist theory of productive forces or Bookchin’s dialectic naturalism set
forth a viewpoint of human development through human rational intervention in nature,
neither give much attention to the relation between human intervention in nature and
human self-realization. The theory of “environment creation,” if it is combined with
some form of personalism, may serve as an ethical foundation for well-balanced

environmental development.
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