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Using Philosophical Methods to Analyze Films

Hiroshi Takehara

This paper uses the ideas set out in Michel Foucault's The Order of Things (Les Mots et les
choses), his study of the relationship between words and things, to attempt a philosophical
analysis of Stephen’s Spielberg’s movie Jurassic Park. Foucault divided the relation between
words and things into three stages. While adopting Foucault's overall analytical framework,
the stages I employ do not precisely correspond to his.

What I call the “fossil” stage of the movie is that in which humans relate to dinosaurs as
fossils. The “park” stage is that in which the industrialist Hammond has succeeded in bringing
dinosaurs back to life. Finally, in what I call the “subject-object inversion” stage dinosaurs
attack humans and the established order of the park collapses.

In the first stage, word and thing are one; the messages to be read from the fossil are the same
as the words used to describe them; they do not indicate anything else.

In the second stage dinosaurs have been brought back to life and humans have come into
contact with living dinosaurs. As a result, for the first time humans relate to the dinosaurs as
individualized humans, that is, as human subjects.

Finally, in the third stage——what I call the “subject-object inversion” stage, the security
system used to control the dinosaurs is disabled, and carnivorous dinosaurs begin to attack
humans. At this point the words used to represent dinosaurs not only indicate and represent
them as the object of fear but, in a refracted sense, the universal human experience of fear.
Jurassic Park is no long a site of human management and control of dinosaurs, but of dinosaur
predation upon humans.
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