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Liberal Religious Reformation in Japan:
A Study of Pluralistic Theology in the Unitarian
Movement during the Meiji Era (1)

Norio Ujike

When John Hicks made public his theory of religious pluralism in the 1980s, it had
a major impact on European Christianity. Denying the idea of Christian uniqueness
(the place of Christian faith as the sole path to salvation), his works sparked debate
both for and against his theories. But Hick's ideas are not new. They can already be
seen more than a century ago among the Unitarians, who urged tolerance toward non-
Christians and were disdained by the Christians of more orthodox denominations.

In this paper, I focus on the Unitarian movement in Meiji Era Japan and attempt to
clarify the ideas and concrete methods of their pluralistic theology. This case study

can help to clarify both the positive and negative aspects of religious pluralism.
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